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icking up where he left off last year, Republican Governor George Pataki again aspires to “balance” 
the state buget on the backs of working people and the poor. Having already pushed through the 
greatest retrenchment in government services in decades, Pataki plans yet another $2.1 billion in 
cutbacks aimed at healthcare, welfare, education and other social programs that benefit millions of 
working people. At the same time, he plans on going ahead with further tax cuts for the rich, with 
over 40% slated to go to less than 5% of the population. The state’s budget gap is thus the direct 
result of Pataki’s Robin Hood-in-reverse routine. The cuts in social services are a clear cut case of 
picking the pockets of the poor to put more into the reserves of the rich. 

With workers’ living standards steadily declining and deteriorating while corporate profits con- 
tinue to skyrocket, pleas for “fiscal responsibility” by representatives of the ruling rich thus ring 
more hollow than ever. Indeed, ever since the onset of the NYC fiscal crisis of 1975, Democrats 
and Republicans alike have taken turns at slashing social services while doling out corporate wel- 
fare checks and tax cuts to big business. That is supposed to provide “incentive” for the corpo- 
rate kingpins, who monopolize the wealth that working people create for them, to get the econo- 
my going again. Yet it is those same Wall Street concerns and real estate interests who are 
responsible for the steady loss of thousands of NYC jobs in the first place through their shifting 
resources away from economic development and social services to overseas investments and 
outright financial speculation. 

Neverthless, both Democrats and Republicans agree that in order to make American capitalism 
more competitive on the world market, workers wages must be slashed even more and already 
inadequate social services cut back even further. We must respond, as our French brothers and 
sisters did, that the bosses take the losses and that there be no more cutbacks, no more layoffs 
and no more givebacks. Instead, all social services should be extended, expanded and made free 
to all who need them by canceling the debt, taxing the rich and slashing the military budget! That 
requires militant mass action that goes beyond the boundries set by pro-Democratic party union 
bureaucrats. In other words breaking with the Democrats once and for all and building a labor 
party based on the unions and a class struggle program and leadership. Ultimately, that means 


workers making and taking the power for ang oY themselves by overthrowing capitalism alto- 
genes through socialist revolution! z 








Same enemy, same fight! 


Needless to say, CUNY is amongst those services slated 
for severe cutbacks even though the last two years have already 
seen state spending on higher education decline by 4% on top 
of a 28% loss in state aid per student since 1989. At the same 
time tuition has risen 104% at community colleges and 156% at 
senior collges making CUNY one of the highest priced “public 
universities” in the the US. The working class and minority 
youth who attend CUNY can ill afford yet another tuition 
increase of $250 on top of last year’s $750 increase, since, in 
addition, it is proposed to cut the Tuition Assistance Program by 
half of recipients PELL Grants. This comes alongside of a further 
$60 million worth of cuts in CUNY’s operating budget which will 
mean even larger classes for fewer faculty. Already most classes 
are being taiught by overworked and underpaid adjuncts. 

The intent of those wielding the axe of austerity is more clear 
than ever: finish the anti-working class and racist purge of CUNY 
that begun in 1975 when open admissions and free tuition were 
gutted by making it impossible for working class youth to afford 
an education. With half of CUNY’s students having family 
incomes below $22,000 and nearly 25% helping to support chil- 
dren, it is obvious that should these cuts go through yet anoth- 
er exodus of working class youth away from the institutions of 
higher education will take place. Mayor Giuliani responds that 
raising tuition will make these students more “responsible” by 
forcing them to get jobs in order to pay their way. Yet most 
CUNY students are already working to do so. Only the low-wage 
jobs available in NYC’s recession ridden economy make it 
impossible to make ends meet without some form of govern- 
ment assistance. 

Under capitalism, where private profit for a few takes priority 
over the public needs of the many, working class youth only get 
enough education as is necessary to meet the requirements of 
the job market. In periods of economic decline or “downsizing” 
‘when jobs are few and far between, education becomes an 


unnecessary expense, no less than housing, healthcare and 


- mass transit are for those deemed disposable by the ruling rich. 
And in today’s export-oriented economy, where more and more 
workers are being relegated to the scrap heap amidst corporate 
“restructuring,” it is the most exploited and oppressed sections 
of the working class, minority youth and young workers in gen- 
eral who are considered the most disposable since they are 
amongst the most vulnerable. So while educational opportuni- 
ties become a luxury, police, prisons and the death penalty 
become more of a necessity, since the more misery the system 
spawns in its decline and decay, the more resistance it is bound 
to provoke in its wake. 


Open admissions and free tuition at CUNY were won by 
militant student struggles in the 1960s, just as the limited social 
welfare measures still on the books were products of the mili- 
tant labor upsurges of the 1930s. Without struggle there can be 
no progress. In both those periods, America’s ruling class still 
enjoyed enough elbow room on the world market so they could 
afford to grant reforms in order to contain and coopt such strug- 
gles. Today, however, the US faces stiffer challenges than ever 
before from its rivals, so all-of its representatives agree that even 
more austerity is on.the order of the day for working people. 

Therefore, letter-writing and lobbying, let alone voting for, the 
same Democratic party politicians who dance to the tune that 
Wall Street whistles is a deadly snare and illusion. It will disarm 
any effective fightback; just as any and all support to the 
Democratic party has always tied the hands of organized labor 
and the movements of the exploited and oppressed. Militant 
mass actions, up to and including a general strike by all city 
workers, are what's needed; not crawling and groveling before 
the same politicians who take turns in enforcing austerity 

Petty bourgeois protest politics like civil disobedience or “stu- 
dent power” rhetoric provide no alternatives either. The former 
substitutes actions by a few for action by the masses while the 
latter, by focusing solely on students, ignores the fact that only 
organized labor has the social power to stay the hands of the rul- 
ing rich. What they all have in common is their attempts to 
appeal to the “conscious” of those in power rather than to con- 





front them with a clear class alternative. Students and workers 
in NYC should look to the example of France, where massive 
protests and strikes by public sector workers forced a right-wing 
government to back off from its anti-labor agenda. 

It is, in fact, organized labor which controls the creation and 
flow of wealth in this city just as in France. Real working class 
power is not in the streets per se, but in collective organization 
into powerful multiracial unions, which by acting to withhold 
their labor power can stop that flow of wealth and rally behind 
them all of NYC’s working population and poor just as French 
workers did. For no less than CUNY students do, they all have a 
stake in stopping the cutbacks and layoffs. 

With their across-the-board attacks on the living standards of 
all workers, the bosses have laid the basis for a unified fightback 
by all workers. Teachers in the UFT have already voted down 
their proposed contact while 43% of the biggest municipal 
union, DC 37, voted to reject the sellout contact Stanley Hill and 
Giuliani cooked up for them. What stands in the way of a unified 
and and effective fightback are pro-capitalist union leaders like 
Hill, the UFT’s Sandra Feldman and Dennis Rivera of 1199, who 
sabotage any and every fight before it begins through their ties 
to the Democratic party. For when the bosses say cutback, they 
say “share the pain,” instead of fightback. As if those who inflict 
the pain in the first place have any intenion of ever feeling it. 


This being an election year it should be clearer than ever 
that any struggle around economic alternatives to the cutbacks 
and layoffs proposed by both bosses parties entails a real polit- 
ical alternative: a labor party, based on the unions and a pro- 
gram of militant class struggle that will fight for the interests of 
working people and not bow to those of Wall Street. That means 
fighting not just at the ballot box but on the battle lines and pick- 
et lines of all the struggles of the exploited and oppressed. Such 
a party has the potential to unite behind it not just the working 
class and the poor, but those sections of the middle class hard- 
est hit by the current crisis, the so-caiied angry white males turn- 
ing in despair to the likes of a Pat Buchanan. 

But to do so it must address our needs and not those of our 
common exploiters and oppressors as do those who support the 
Democrats...and thus accept austerity as an “inevitable” prod- 
uct of a system that the Democrats uphold every bit as much as 
the Republicans do. Thus rather than organize militant mass 
actions against the cuts, let alone fight for a labor party, 1199's 
Dennis Rivera, considered by many to be a “leftist” and a “pro- 
gressive,” tells workers that re-electing yuppie Democrat Bill 
Clinton is the greatest challange for American labor in the 20th 
century. With “leftists” like that, who needs the right? The strug- 
gle to build a political voice for labor entials a rank-and-file 
rebellion against those pro-Democratic party bureaucrats who 
stifle labor's economic voice by refusing to fightback even at 
that level...because of their support to the Democrats. 


Through militant mass actions, French workers not only 
showed the world that “politics” need not be confined to elec- 
toral charades but what is possible when millions of working 
people refuse to accept those parameters to begin with and start 
to take their fate into their own hands. Their actions also 
smashed yet another rotten idol of contemporary Capitalist con- 
ventional wisdom, that slashing payrolls and paychecks is the 
only game in town. America’s reactionary rulers, on the other 
hand, take it for granted that their two-party system, which, in 
fact means one party rule of the rich, by the rich and for the rich, 
allows them to go on swinging the axe of austerity as they 
please. Only by building a fighting labor party that can link up 
the struggles of workers, students and all the Oppressed on a 
political level by articulating a class struggle program can 
American workers begin to pose a real challenge to the ruling 
class. Such a program begins with a fightback against the current 
round of cutbacks and layoffs but must end with working people 
making and taking the power for themselves through socialist 
revolution so that the riches and resources created by the major- 
ity can finally be used to benefit that majority and not the minor- 
ity that monopolizes them now. Q 18 March 1996 








